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June 25, 2020 

 

Dear Bishop Flaget School families,  

As we head into July and hit the midpoint of the summer, I would like to share with you 
our plans for the upcoming school year. As you are aware, the current situation with 
COVID-19 in Ohio is tenuous, but it does seem to be looking up. We have been waiting 
for Governor Dewine to provide us with additional guidance on re-opening in the fall, but 
unfortunately, this guidance seems to be elusive at best.  In the interest of keeping 
everyone informed, I would like to share with you the current plans for the 2020-21 
school year, based on the information that we have available to us at this time. 

We have been working closely with the Diocese of Columbus to formulate a plan which 
will enable us to provide the best education possible to our students. In order to do this, 
we have made the following plans: 

● Teachers will start working on August 20th to prepare for in-person, online, and 
blended classes. 

● Students will be assigned one assessment/training day during the week of 
August 31st in order to determine learning needs and enable teachers to prepare 
lessons. Students will be scheduled by family and grade to facilitate the most 
efficient assessment and also allow for training on devices (iPads and 
Chromebooks) to prepare for virtual learning opportunities as well as new health 
and safety procedures. 

● The first day with all students in attendance will be 9/8/2020.  We plan to “hit the 
ground running” with the assessments and beginning of the year “housekeeping” 
completed the week prior. 

● We will hold two virtual learning days per month. On these days, the students will 
work from home, unless they have been scheduled for in-school assistance 
(tutoring, special services, additional help/makeup work). In order to be counted 
present on virtual days, students will be required to log into online classroom 
meetings through the new school learning platform, “Digital Academy.” A virtual 
learning day schedule will be provided for each grade level. 

● School will proceed as close to normal as possible throughout the school year; 
however, we do have plans in place for students who may need to miss school 
for quarantine periods or in the event of a school-wide (county-, state-wide) 
closure. In the event of extended periods of closure, students will transition to the 
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virtual classroom. Assignments in the virtual classroom, through blended 
learning, and in the traditional classroom are all valid assignments and will be 
required to be completed. Attendance will be monitored through daily check-ins. 

● Students who may have to be out of the classroom for an extended period may 
continue to log into the classroom for instructional periods and conference time 
with the teachers. This time will run concurrently with the regular classroom 
schedule, but teachers may decide to conference during conference periods.  

● Families who travel out of state may be asked to self-quarantine for 10-14 days 
based on health department standards. 

There are many more details to be worked out as we head into the new school year. 
Busing is going to be very different this year, so if you are planning to have your 
children bused to school, you need to make arrangements with your home school as 
soon as possible. This is not something that the school office can arrange for you.  

We are in the process of transitioning to a new school management program called 
Digital Academy. You may be receiving emails from them in July with usernames and 
passwords. This program will be replacing Schoolspeak, Google Classroom, Zoom, and 
a couple other platforms. We believe that it will help to streamline communication as 
well as make virtual learning more accessible for all.  

Finally, we are still awaiting guidance from the Governor’s Office and the Ohio 
Department of Health on social distancing requirements while in the classroom and the 
wearing of masks. As of this time, current regulations will be followed, which includes 
masks.  Students may have to eat lunch in the classrooms, and some classrooms may 
be moved or split (with aides assisting) to meet social distancing guidelines. We are 
hoping for some relaxing of the social distancing and mask requirements before school 
starts.  

Please enjoy the rest of your summer and stay safe!  See you in August! 

 

Yours in Christ,  

Mrs. Laura Corcoran 
Principal 
Bishop Flaget School 
Cell: 740-253-0433 
 


